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FISHER COMMUNICATIONS CHOOSES SONY FOR HIGH-DEF NEWSROOM UPGRADE  
 

Studio Cameras, MVS-7000 Switcher and ELC Automation Simplify Operation,  
Streamline Workflow and Expand Production Flexibility and Capabilities  

 
PARK RIDGE, N.J., Jan 16, 2012 -- Fisher Communications, Inc. (NASDAQ: FSCI), a leader 

in local media innovation, has implemented Sony broadcast and production technology 

as the core of its newly upgraded high-definition news control room and studio 

environment. The group’s KOMO–TV (ABC) and KUNS-TV (Univision) in Seattle went on 

the air in HD recently, with Sony HD studio cameras and an MVS-7000X production 

switcher with Enhanced Live-production Control (ELC) automation in order to tackle the 

increasing complexity of news production and to streamline the stations’ workflow 

operations. 

According to Brian McHale, Vice President of Technology for Fisher 

Communications, “We made a thorough evaluation before choosing this direction.  

Sony’s ELC newsroom integration delivers in terms of sophistication, ease-of-use and 

flexibility.  Also, the MVS-7000X positions us for the future, since it incorporates the 

latest advances. Most traditional switchers really can’t compare.”   

Fisher Vice President of News and KOMO-TV News Director Holly Gauntt further 

commented, “The Sony ELC/MVS-7000X combination allows us to leverage automation 

without changing the pace of our newscast.  Our goal was to simplify workflow and not 



compromise on creative flexibility when dealing with breaking news.  When you 

produce over 40 hours of news per week, newsroom automation is absolutely essential 

to streamline our workflow.  The Sony system allows us to do more with less.” 

The Seattle station is also producing regular newscasts for Univision, in addition 

to its KOMO news programming, so the ability to use all resources more effectively and 

efficiently is a significant benefit. 

Adding to the workflow efficiencies realized by the Sony switcher and software, 

the station has also seen a noticeable improvement in its image quality through the use 

of the Sony HDC-P1 cameras.  

According to McHale, Fisher plans to expand its use of Sony HD cameras across 

the group in early 2012. 

 
*** 

About Fisher Communications, Inc.: 
Fisher Communications (FSCI) is an innovative local media company with television, 
radio, internet and mobile operations throughout the western United States. Fisher 
operates 20 television stations, which include network affiliations with ABC, CBS, FOX, 
Univision and CW that reach 3.5% of U.S. television households, and 10 radio stations 
targeting a full range of audience demographics. Fisher Interactive produces more than 
125 local and hyper-local websites and delivers comprehensive multiplatform 
advertising solutions to local businesses. The Company is headquartered at Fisher Plaza 
in Seattle, WA. More information about Fisher Communications, Inc. is available at 
www.fsci.com. 
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