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SONY TO PROVIDE XDCAM CAMCORDERS AND DECKS  
FOR NBC’S COVERAGE OF THE 2008 BEIJING SUMMER GAMES 

 
More than 80 Sony HD Cameras to be Used 

 
PARK RIDGE, N.J., Aug. 6, 2008 – Sony will provide the latest version of XDCAM® HD 

technology to NBC during the network’s coverage of the 2008 Beijing Summer Games, from 

Aug. 8 to 24. 

 NBC will use 30 PDW-700 cameras and 170 PDW-HD1500 decks.  

 Additionally, 42 Sony HDC-1400 studio cameras, eight MVS-8000 switchers and two 

MFS-2000 switchers will be used by NBC in the International Broadcast Center. Sony HD studio 

cameras will also be at NBC’s facilities in the different venues, including the HDC-3300 3x 

Super Slow Motion cameras. Venue material will be acquired using a mix of Sony PDW-700, 

HDC-1400, and HDC-3300 cameras.  

NBC is planning to use the new XDCAM HD camcorder as its primary ENG camcorder 

for the Games. Crews will use the camcorders to record athlete arrivals, interviews, venue press 

conferences and any other assignment that requires portable recording and capture. The XDCAM 

HD decks will be the primary recording device, used for the “ingest wall” at the IBC. 

Telemundo, NBC Universal’s Spanish-language television network, will use the PDW-

700 camcorders at its stand-up location overlooking the Olympic Stadium. 

“From our experience with previous versions of XDCAM systems, we were confident 

that the technology had the right combination of features, quality and performance,” said David 



Mazza, senior vice president, engineering, NBC Olympics. “These new models actually improve 

our picture quality and reduce our capture and storage cost over any previous HD format.  The 

XDCAM camcorders will help to bring our production capabilities to a new level that will be a 

great asset to our Olympics coverage.” 

The new XDCAM HD models include the PDW-700 2/3-inch CCD camcorder and the 

PDW-HD1500 recording deck, as well as the dual-layer 50GB version of Sony’s optical 

Professional Disc™ media, model PFD50DLA. 

 Also working closely with NBC is Sony’s Professional Services group, which is involved 

in product set-up and workflow testing, providing 100 percent uptime for all broadcasting 

equipment and operations.   

“It’s rewarding to be an integral part of one of the major HD television sports events in 

the world,” said Alec Shapiro, senior vice president for sales and marketing, Sony Electronics’ 

Broadcast and Production Systems Division. “The broadcast requirements for the Games 

continually increase in scope and complexity, and are a perfect showcase for our HD production 

technology. This year, Sony’s new 2/3-inch XDCAM HD system, as well as all our proven HD 

equipment, will play a major role in the coverage of the Games, bringing viewers at home an 

unforgettable experience.” 

 

About NBC Olympics 

NBC, “America's Olympic Network,” owns the exclusive U.S. media rights to the Olympic 
Games, television’s most powerful property, through 2012, which includes Beijing in 2008, 
Vancouver in 2010 and London in 2012.  From August 8-24, 2008 NBC Universal will present 
an unprecedented 3,600 hours of coverage, highlighted by NBC in primetime with live 
swimming, gymnastics and beach volleyball.  In August 2004, 203 million viewers watched as 
the networks of NBC Universal—NBC, MSNBC, CNBC, USA, Bravo, Telemundo, and NBC’s 
HD affiliates—offered a then record 1,210 hours of Olympic coverage from Athens.  For 
additional information, go to NBCOlympics.com, a year-round destination for fans of Olympic 
sports, featuring news, Beijing previews, athlete features, expert blogs, photos, Olympic video 



from the NBC archives and social tools enabling users to build communities around their favorite 
sports, post comments and blogs. 
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