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Sony Unveils World’s Smallest 
HD Consumer Camcorder
Sony’s newest compact consumer video camcorder, 
the HDR-HC1 Digital HD HandycamTM, is less than 
half the size, one-third the weight and around half 
the price of its predecessor, the HDR-FX1, which 
was introduced last year as the world’s first HD  
video camera for consumer use. 

This second-generation model now makes it more 
affordable and convenient than ever to record top-quality 
HD images at home in the HDV1080i format. The HC1 can 
also record still images onto Memory Stick DuoTM media.   

Smaller and Better
Despite being the world’s smallest HD camera,¹ meas-

uring a very portable 71 x 94 x 188 mm (approx. 2.8 
x 3.7 x 7.4 in), the HC1 offers top-quality 
HDV1080i format recording and play-
back. Compared to conventional 
standard-definition images 
using Mini DV tape, 
the HC1’s high-quality 
HD images (MPEG-2 
compression) have four 
times higher resolu-
tion. The cost of this so-
phisticated new model in 
Japan is about ¥180,000 compared to ¥400,000 for the 
first-generation model. Prices in other markets may vary 
somewhat.

A new 1/3-inch, 2.97-megapixel CMOS sensor provides 
effective 1.98-megapixel resolution in the 16:9 aspect ratio 
and even better 2.76-megapixel resolution for standard 4:3 
still images. The sensor also has faster read speeds and with 
Sony’s new Enhanced Imaging Processor circuitry, processes 
signals faster for recording high-resolution HD images, while 

making the unit itself far more compact. Previously available 
in the top-line HDR-FX1, the HD Codec EngineTM also comes 
as a standard feature on the HC1. By using Sony’s propri-
etary real-time MPEG encoder/decoder system, the circuitry 
can more efficiently compress the massive digital data need-
ed for HD images while maintaining optimal HD quality. 

This powerful digital signal processor is also very 
compact and energy efficient, which helped designers 
give the camcorder its very compact and streamlined 

body. The camcorder also has a complete array of 
manual shooting controls, including 10X optical 
and 120X digital zoom, zoom ring and spot fo-
cus, as well as shutter speed and white balance.

The HC1 records and plays back images 
on conventional Mini DV tape and can play 

tapes recorded with a DV digital video camera. 
The HD images recorded by the HC1 in the HDV 

format² can be viewed on an HD television, as well as 
converted to conventional standard-definition format for 
viewing on non-HD televisions. 

Memory Stick Duo Versatility 
Using Memory Stick Duo for recording still images, 

users have a choice of relatively high 2.8-megapixel im-
ages in the traditional 4:3 aspect ratio and 2.1-megapixel 
images for widescreen 16:9 shots. Still images (1.2-mega-

Sony’s latest IPELATM videocon-
ferencing system, the PCS-G50,1 
provides a powerful visual com-
munication tool that combines 
advanced audio and video tech-
nologies with useful features in a 
truly affordable package. Built on 
the same platform as the success-
ful PCS-1 and PCS-G70 systems, 
the G50 adds the scalability nec-
essary for installation in a range 
of environments. This advanced 
mid-range unit can also record 
conference proceedings on  
Memory Stick™ media for later 
viewing and archiving.

The G50’s unique recording 
feature allows audio and video 
broadcast on the main monitor to 
be recorded² directly to Memory 
Stick or Memory Stick PROTM media 
in the MPEG-4 format. Such record-
ings provide a perfect way to keep 
permanent records of meetings and 
can be played back on any PC using 
QuickTimeTM media player, thus ex-
panding the reach and effectiveness 
of any videoconference. A free soft-
ware upgrade also gives the top-line 
G70 the same Memory Stick record-
ing capability.

Filling Niche
Michael McCausland, Vice Presi-

dent of Visual Communications at 
Sony Electronics in the U.S., notes 
that the G50 provides ‘excellent au-
dio and video quality for multipoint 
calls and fills an important midrange 
market niche.’ 

This newest Internet Protocol 
(IP)-based product embodies the best 
features of the increasingly popular 
IPELA line. The system can be cus-
tomized with a number of capture, 
output and display options, and is 
capable of delivering broadcast qual-
ity over IP networks at a maximum 
video transfer rate of 4 Mbps. For 

higher throughput, the G50 also  
supports the H.264 standard as well 
as previous ITU-T standard video-
conferencing codes for compatibility 
with legacy systems. In short, the 
G50 offers most of the advantages 
of big systems in a versatile and 
more-affordable package.

Memory Stick media can also 
be used to create and store private 
phone books for videoconferences. 
It allows the G50 to automatically 
recognize and activate desired num-
bers. Memory Stick media can also 
be used for storing and viewing 
captured images, PC-generated data 
and digital whiteboard drawings, as 
well as for installation of software 
and software updates. It can also be 
used to save call log files for billing 
purposes. 

The G50 comes with a sophis-
ticated internal Multi-Control Unit 
(MCU) that supports simultaneous 
multi-point videoconferences with 
six endpoint — or ten endpoints 
by cascading two units. It similarly 

broadens interoperability by bridg-
ing mixed calls between ISDN and IP 
networks via speed matches for opti-
mum speeds.

Maximized Versatility
Other key features of the G50 

include a site-name display function 
to keep track of all the participants, 
data sharing, QoS (Quality of Service) 
support functions to maximize band-
width efficiency, an encryption func-
tion and digital whiteboard support. 

The PCS-G50 is available world-
wide. In the U.S., it has a suggested 
list price of US$5,800. For more 
information on this and other new 
IPELA systems in the North American 
market, visit www.sony.com/confer-
encesolutions

¹ In the above text, ‘PCS-G50’ refers to both the   
PCS-G50 (NTSC) and PCS-G50P (PAL) systems.
² AV recording is not supported when AES (Advanced 
Encryption Standard) is active. Also, graphical data 
cannot be recorded.  

IPELA and the IPELA logo are trademarks of Sony. 
QuickTime is a trademark of Apple Computer, Inc.

Product features and specifications subject to change 
without notice.

The widescreen LCD 
viewfinder makes 
framing easy.

networks. There’s also a removable 
hard drive with up to 100GB of 
memory. For more secure mobility, the 
HDD is protected with Acer’s unique 

Disk Anti-Shock Protection 
(DASP) that wraps the hard 
disk in a special casing for en-
hanced durability. In addition, 
the entire TravelMate C310 
series features the company’s 
unique hot-swappable Acer 
MediaBay capable of handling 
a DVD-Super Multi double-
layer or DVD/CD-RW combo 
drive. There’s also a 4-in-1 card 
reader that accommodates 
both standard Memory StickTM 
and Memory Stick PROTM me-

dia for easy storage, playback and 
transfer of digital images, music and 
other data. The TravelMate C310 
comes standard with three USB 2.0 
ports, an IEEE 1394 port, comprehen-
sive LAN and BluetoothTM connectiv-
ity and a 56K V.92 modem to provide 
even more freedom and flexibility for 
mobile users. 

The TravelMate C310, now 
available worldwide, measures close 
to 326 x 272 x 36.5mm (approx. 
12.8 x 10.7 x 1.4 in) and weighs 
2.9 kg (6.4 lbs) with a combo drive 
installed.* For more information on 
the new TravelMate C310 series, visit 
Acer’s global website at www.acer.com
*Size and weight vary depending upon configuration

 HDR-HC1

(Continued on page 2)

The G50 system features a remote 
control, CCD camera and a site-
name display function (above) to
keep track of participants during
multi-point videoconferences.
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Sony Videoconferencing System 
with Memory Stick Video Recording
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The latest generation of Acer’s 
world’s-first convertible tablet PC 
has been refined into a new series 
to provide even more flexibility, 
performance and functionality.

Acer Incorporated’s new 
TravelMate C310 series, which is 
built around Intel’s latest CentrinoTM 
mobile technology, gives users all the 
advantages of a 14.1-inch XGA swivel 
display, a full-size keyboard and inter-
nal modular optical drive in a stylishly 
compact package. Like earlier 
models, the new units can be 
used in either a conventional 
notebook mode with a key-
board or a tablet mode with the 
supplied stylus. There’s even an 
extra battery pack for extended 
mobile use and an optional 
docking station.

Mass Appeal
In the tablet mode, the 

screen itself becomes the 
writing surface when rotated 
and folded back over the keyboard. 
This unique yet ultimately sensible 
design with its specially designed pen 
is ideal for taking notes, annotating 
documents, completing online forms 
and other tasks. When used as a 
conventional notebook, the full-size 

Swivel screen allows optimum use 
as either a notebook or tablet PC.

Acer FineTouch keyboard 
has an equally unique 
ergonomic design for opti-
mum typing efficiency while 
the trackpad offers added 
functionality with its 4-way 
scroll button.

As the latest successor to 
the pioneering TravelMate C100, 
these latest Acer offerings continue 
the company’s legacy of providing 
innovative portable solutions for 
every need. Maarten de Hass, Acer 

America Vice President of Marketing 
and Product Management, says this 
legacy includes ‘bringing tablet func-
tionality to the masses.’ He explains 
that the features of the TravelMate 
C310 series will allow end-users to 
utilize these newest machines not 
only as a mobile solution, but also 
as a desktop replacement system in 
corporate environments.

Unprecedented Features
The top-line unit comes with 

the latest Intel® Pentium® M Proces-
sor, up to 2GB DDR RAM, NVIDIA® 
GeForceTM Go 6200 graphics and in-
tegrated Wi-Fi 802.11b/g WLAN sup-
port for easy connectivity to wireless 

TravelMate C310
Convertible Tablet PC Series 

Optional docking station 
gives the TravelMate C310
even more expandability.

Acer’s New Tablet PC Offers 
Desktop Performance     

6

MS39 Update.indd   1 8/24/05   1:17:05 PM




